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A must have classic for all baby bedtimes and gifting opportunities.Good night, Gorilla. . .Good
night, Elephant. . .It's bedtime at the zoo, and all the animals are going to sleep. Or are they?
Who's that short, furry guy with the keys in his hand and the mischievous grin?Sneak along
behind the zookeeper's back and see who gets the last laugh in this riotous good-night
romp. The new generous trim size of every toddler's favorite book is even easier to share. With a
warm, funny author's note highlighting how much this book has meant to kids and families since
it was first published and some clever new details hidden in the illustrations, Good Night, Gorilla
is the perfect gift for new babies as well as fans young and old.Look for Peggy Rathmann's other
lively favorites 10 Minutes Till Bedtime and The Day the Babies Crawled Away.

"Good night, Gorilla," says the weary watchman as he walks by the gorilla cage on his nightly
rounds at the zoo. The gorilla answers by quietly pickpocketing the guard's keys, stealthily
trailing him, and unlocking the cages of every animal the oblivious fellow bids goodnight to.
Looking much like an exhausted father, the uniformed guard traipses home toward his cottage,
while the lonely zoo animals softly parade behind him. The animals manage to slip into his
bedroom and nestle unnoticed near his sleepy wife--until the bold little gorilla goes so far as to
snuggle up beside her as she turns out the light. Author and illustrator Peggy Rathmann (creator
of the Caldecott-winning Officer Buckle and Gloria) relies more on the nuances of her jewel-
toned pictures than on words to pace this giggly bedtime story, making it perfect for observant
preschoolers. In one inky-black spread, Rathmann lets only the shocked, wide-open eyes of the
guard's wife tell us that the gorilla has been detected! Tiny details such as the faithful, banana-
toting mouse and sky-bound pink balloon that appear in each picture keep this book fresh,
magical, and fun--even after countless bedtime readings. (Baby to preschool) --Gail Hudson --
This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.About the AuthorPeggy
Rathmann is the author of a number of books for children, including the Caldecott Medal winning
"Officer Buckle & Gloria "and the highly acclaimed "Good Night, Gorilla." Ms. Rathmann lives
and works in San Francisco with her husband, John Wick."--This text refers to an out of print or
unavailable edition of this title.Review"In a book economical in text and simple in illustrations, the
many amusing, small details, as well as the tranquil tome of the story, make this an outstanding
picture book." --"The Horn Book," starred reviewThe amiable cartoon characters, vibrant palette,
and affectionate tone of the author s art recall Thatcher Hurd s cheerful illustrations. Delightful.
--"Kirkus Reviews," starred review"A clever, comforting bedtime story." --"School Library
Journal," starred review"Jaunty four-color artwork carries the story and offers more with every
look." --"Booklist"" --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.From
School Library JournalPreSchool-Grade 1-A mischievous little gorilla lifts the zoo keeper's keys



on the first page of this sparely worded picture book. The brightly colored illustrations basically
tell the entertaining story as the gorilla tags along behind the man, gleefully freeing all of the
other animals, who then follow him single file into his neat little house. It is his unruffled wife who,
without disturbing her sleepy husband, calmly returns the creatures to their cages. Even she,
however, does not notice the wily gorilla, who, still in possession of the keys, returns to the
house, slips into the big bed, and curls up contentedly between the people for the night. A clever,
comforting bedtime story.Jan Shepherd Ross, Dixie Elementary Magnet School, Lexington,
KYCopyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to an out of print or
unavailable edition of this title.From Publishers WeeklyUniversally understandable subject
matter and a narrative conveyed almost entirely through pictures mark this as an ideal title for
beginners. A zookeeper makes his nightly rounds, bidding good night to a gorilla, a lion, a giraffe
and so on. He doesn't know that the gorilla has procured his keys and is unlocking each animal's
cage; a jungly crowd files quietly behind the keeper as he walks home and crawls into bed.
When his wife says, "Good night, dear," seven voices reply, "Good night," and it's up to the
missus to return the mischievous menagerie. Although Rathmann's illustrations lack the artistic
ingenuity she displayed in Ruby the Copycat and Bootsie Barker Bites , the author/artist
connects with her audience on several levels. Children can identify with the animals, who have
toys in their cages (the elephant has a plush Babar) and resist being left alone in their "rooms"
all night; they will also enjoy some minor subplots. Some details prove questionable (for
example, one overdrawn visage of Mrs. Zookeeper seems blurry, particularly because she's
rendered with a few simple lines elsewhere), yet these considerations take a back seat to
Rathmann's comic exuberance. Ages 3-6.Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This
text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.From Kirkus ReviewsAs the sleepy
keeper bids him good night, Gorilla snitches his keys; then he creeps after him, letting the other
animals out. In a lengthening parade that includes a mouse first seen taking one of Gorilla's
bananas, they pad along behind the keeper like faithful dogs, enter his house, and curl up to
snooze in his bedroom; Gorilla snuggles into bed next to the keeper's wife. The man is too
drowsy to notice, but she does; taking Gorilla by the hand, she leads the whole parade back to
the zoo with an air of resignation that suggests this has happened before. Gorilla certainly knows
the ropes; he and the mouse (still toting the banana) follow her back, this time to settle in the
middle of the bed. The amiable cartoon characters, vibrant palette, and affectionate tone of the
author's art recall Thacher Hurd's cheerful illustrations. Delightful. (Picture book. 3-7) --
Copyright ©1994, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved. --This text refers to an out of print or
unavailable edition of this title.From BooklistAges 4-6. In this limited-word picture book, a gorilla
follows the zookeeper as he says good-night to his charges. What the zookeeper doesn't know is
that the mischievous gorilla has snatched his keys and is letting out the animals almost as fast
as the zookeeper can lock them up. The animals follow him to his house and into the bedroom,
where, in an amusing pitch-black spread, a pair of worried wide-open eyes let the zookeeper's
wife know that she and her husband are not alone. Jaunty four-color artwork carries the story



and offers more with every look. Ilene Cooper --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable
edition of this title.Read more
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Pachamama, “Pure Delight. A childhood classic! Peggy Rathman's magnum opus, which is a
must for every library. We started reading this to my daughter, who is now five, when she was
around 10 months old, and it is still her all time favorite book. One of her first words was "Rilla,
Rilla," which is what she called it, and how she asked for this book by name, daily. This is a
"storyteller's" book, mostly images, which allows both the reader and the listener to
improvisationally enter into the hilarious imaginary, nocturnal world of a small zoo as its
caretaker shuts it down for the night, trailed by a fun-loving, trickster gorilla who not only (spoiler
alert) tiptoes behind the zookeeper/night watchman as he first locks the gates and then sneakily
unlocks each one and frees the rest of the animals, but then follows the caretaker, animals in
tow, to his home, where someone...is in for a surprise! From the time she was a baby until now at
age 5, my daughter still bursts into gleeful fits of laughter in the book's "surprise" moment, and in
fact--the look on the character's face was one of the very first imitations of a facial expression
she ever did, and her very first attempt at humor--we owe to this book! A milestone. Because of
that, this book is so beloved in our house, it's like a family member or a longtime friend: always
welcome, always funny, always a delight--and never grows old. "Rilla Rilla" for life!”

Nancy I. Sanders, “Sweet and adorable bedtime book. I don't know how I missed this book when
my kids were little, but a friend just recommended it. First I borrowed it from the library. It was an
instant hit with my grandkids. You know they love a book when THEY ask to borrow it. But it had
to go back to the library, so I just had to buy a copy of my own. I wonder how long it will stay here
at Grandma's house before it makes its way over to theirs? Not long, I'm sure! This is one of the
most adorable bedtime books I've ever read!!! It brings a laugh-out-loud response nearly every
time as well as a good, good feeling. What a great way to send your favorite littles off to bed!”

Ebook Library Reader, “Vibrant and Detailed Board Book!. This book is great! It is vibrant and
detailed. It would be great for all young children. Several of the pages do not have words but the
story tells itself. You can look for different animals, the banana on each page (for younger kids),
and the balloon on each page (for older kids). Great words to teach are keys, open, uh oh, eek,
night night, banana, balloon. My favorite detail is the increasing number of spectators in a
window each time they pass the "courtyard" area. I really love this book and so does my one
year old. This book would be great for small babies with all the colors, older babies who don't sit
long, and older kids who love a funny story!”

Prime Mom, “Goodnight Goodnight Goodnight. This one isn't my husband's favorite, because he
says it's too long and the zookeeper is bad at his job. But my 20-month-old son and I love it. I've
read it to him since he was a baby.My son's favorite part is when the zookeeper's wife hears all
the animals say goodnight, sits up with her eyes wide open and turns on the light to find a
smiling gorilla in bed with her. He turns the pages to repeat that over and over.I like that the



illustrations are very detailed, and I can find different things to point out to my son as I narrate
the story like the zookeeper's name or that the armadillo has a bottle and pacifier or the banana
peel on the last page. When he gets older, I'll ask him who he thinks ate the banana and what he
thinks will happen when the zookeeper wakes up in the morning.The reason I am taking off a
star is that our first copy fell apart, and I ordered a second copy. My son loves to turn the pages
and was rough with the book. But, I think the bookbinding and spine are done a bit too loosely
and that makes it easier to tear apart.”

K. J. Kelly, “Almost wordless but hilarious comedy. Nighttime at the zoo. Keeper is checking on
everyone. The gorilla though doesn't fancy being caged tonight and sneaks out.With very few
words, we watch gleefully as he tiptoes behind the keeper, using his keys to let the other animals
out. Now do they cause havoc, mischief and mayhem? Nope, they trail after the keeper for a
good night's sleep.The visual humour is on point, with very simple but effective illustrations that
my son and I laugh aloud at - a black page with just eyes open on it gets me every time.It's rather
sweet, and very funny, with the humans never going to win completely against the wily animals.A
lovely lesson in how words aren't always necessary to convey the story, and really does let a
parent and child tell the story together themselves. A little one can even 'read' this by themselves
very easily.For ages 2-6.”

Yildiz, “a unique and wonderful book for early development. This is a great book to encourage
interest, engagement and language in young children. A unique picture book which allows
children to use their communication at what ever level to engage and feel successful. As a
speech and language therapist, I would recommend this book for schools, other professionals
and parents. It is a great resource to encourage joint interest, single words, sentences and
discussion.”

K, “The illustrations are beautiful and with a LOT OF detail. An absolute must have book! We
keep reading it almost every night, now a bit less as I try to get new books too. However, we
keep taking it on holidays, etc. It encourages the child to develop the story as it does not have
words - other than goodnight ...so-and-so...". The illustrations are beautiful and with a LOT OF
detail, so there is always some new detail to spot, e.g. from colours -cage and keys, animals and
their toys, sub story of a little mouse dragging a gorilla's banana everywhere, etc.”

LG, “A book without words. Actually, there are a few words, but all the action is left to the story-
teller. Little gorilla steals the keeper's keys and lets out the other animals one by one in a
procession. Eventually the keeper's wife puts them all back - all except little gorilla. A lovely pile-
up story for animal recognition, memory and recall, with the repetitive text "Goodnight . . . (name
of animal)". In this large format, we have used it with a small group, but in any size it is a
delightful story  for pre-schoolers, and it is versatile enough to be used even with key stage one.”



The book by Peggy Rathmann has a rating of 5 out of 4.8. 5,100 people have provided
feedback.
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